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Box No. I Basis of the report 

1. With regard to the language, this report is based on 

EI the international application in the language in which it was filed 

□ a translation of the international application into , which is the language 
of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3(a) and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4(a)) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2(a) andfor 55.3(a)) 

2. With regard to the elements* of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which 
have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report): 



Description, Pages 

1-12 as originally filed 
Claims, Numbers 

1 -9 received on 1 1 .1 1 .2005 with letter of 1 0.1 1 .2005 
Drawings, Sheets 

16-55 as originally tiled 

□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetsyfigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any tab l e(s) re l ated to seq u en c e li sting (specify): 

4. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
had not been made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 
Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 1-9 

No: Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 1-9 

No: Claims 

Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: Claims 1 -9 

No: Claims 

2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 



Box No. VII Certain defects in the International application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 
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Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1: GB 2 198 766 
D2: US 5 166 677 

V - Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability 

V-1 Claim 1 



D1 , which is considered as the closest prior art, describes an electronic control 
system (fig.7) for a submarine actuator (page 1 , lines 1-2), said actuator comprising a 
container body (fig.1) from which a drive shaft (16) projects that is suitable for 
inserting in a seat of said submarine device (page 4, lines 4-5 and page 6, lines 3-4), 
wherein said system comprises an electronic control board (page 15, -lines 21-22) for 
at least one electric motor (page 12, lines 23-24), arranged inside said container body 
(fig.2) suitable for moving said drive shaft (page 5, penultimate line to page 6, line 3), 
sa jd electronic board being suitable for receiving an electrical control signal for said 
actuator, generated by a remote control station (page 12, lines 15-17). 

The distinguishing feature of claim 1 with regard to D1 is that "said actuator 
comprises two electric motors ... each motor independently from the other". 

The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore new and the claim meets the novelty 
requirement of Art, 33(2)PCT. 

The distinguishing feature of claim 1 does not appear to be disclosed by D1 or 
suggested by any other prior art document. D1 discloses the presence of two motors, 
one electric motor and one failsafe constant torque spring motor (page 5, lines 12- 
1 3), As the spring motor compensates the electric motor in the case of a power 
failure, the skilled man would not find obvious to replace it with a second electric 
motor which can also be subject of a power failure. 

The distinguishing feature of claim 1 appears to solve the problem of providing a 
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better control of the submarine actuator since a further electric motor can be 
controled via the driving electronics in a way in which the spring motor cannot. 
Therefore, claim 1 meets the requirement for inventive step of Art. 33(3) PCT. 

V-2 Claims 2 to 9 

Claims 2 to 9 as dependent claims from claim 1 also meet the requirements of Art. 33 
PCT. 

VII - Certain defects 

VIM The features of the claims are not provided with reference signs placed in 

parentheses (Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 

VII-2 Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1(a)(ii)PCT, the relevant background art 

disclosed in documents D1, D2 is not mentioned in the description, nor are 
these documents identified therein. 



Form PCT/Separate Sheet/409 (Sheet 2) (EPO-Aprll 2005) 



ocqtt A*r#j|L*R| p COPY 



